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Welcome Back

DOCKET

Vol. XXV, No. 1

August, 1988

THE VILLANOVA SCHOOL OF LAW

One L 101: Intro to VLS
by B. Stephan Finkel
"You come here with your skulls
filled with mush . and if you
survive, you will leave thinking like
a lawyer."
—John Houseman as the fictional

Professor Kingsfield

All very well and good for
Kingsfield's students to hear that,
but the first-year students at
Villanova face a different chal
lenge: non-fictional professors.
One of the first things you will
learn once the sense of awe wears
off (and it will wear off, trust me)
is that professors are really
human beings. They have egos,
faults, strengths, biases, opinions,
like everyone else. They will
conduct their classes and guide
you. But one big differences
between their role and that of the
college professors you are used to
is who is responsible for what. In
college, you could get by without
really doing the reading. The
professor would spoon-feed knowl
edge to the class in easy-toswallow tidbits. The subjects
were manageable, the note-taking
was focused and well-defined. In
law school, the greater responsi
bility lies with the student. The
professors seldom write on the
board, and the not«s youtake im^
not make rnuch sense at first.
You'll develop an ear for what is
important, what is and isn't the
law. There is no cramming, no
catching up at the end of the
semester.
Each class covers cases, which
you must prepare for before the
class. A case is basically a judge's
written opinion, the official report
of an actual trial, which states the
facts of the conflict, the judges'
decision, and the rationale for
deciding as they did. To prepare
a case, read it over until you
understand it. This may mean

that same law. There's nothing
wrong with reading hornbooks to
get a handle on the law; you're
not doing anything against the
rules by reading them. Your
professor or the librarians will be
able to recommend an appropriate
hornbook if you would like to look
one over.
The beginning is probably the
biggest shock you may have in law
school. You're exposed to a new
style of teaching, the Socratic
method, and to a whole new
language, legalese. There's a lot
you won't understand: latin
phrases, English words in con
texts you've never seen before,
concepts that don't have a plain
meaning. The professors expect
that, so it shouldn't strike you as
a defeat if you don't understand
something. The best thing you
can do when you don't get some
thing is ask (the librarians are
quite pleasant, always helpful,
and in fact have law degrees of
their own, so they can sympathize
having gone through this on their
own and going through this every
year with each new class of IL's),
or look it up yourself (in Black's
Law Dictionary, for example).
At times, you may wish you did The library has several copies of
have a book that did more than Black's at the front desk, all you
just present cases, but rather have to do is give them your i.d.
^explained the law,in a given area.„ and you can takfe it to a seat or
Those books do exist, although carrel in the library, or you can
not on your reading list. These just stand at the circulation desk
books are called hornbooks, and thumbing through it to your
in the library, you'll find at least heart's content. The worst thing
one (and probably several) corres you can do is pass on something
ponding to every area of the law you don't understand or assume
you will study. Often, the authors what anything means. If you don't
of your casebwk will have written understand something in class
a hornbook for that subject as and can't get the answer on your
well. It will amaze you how an own, don't be afraid to raise your
author who put tc^ether such an hand. It may be intimidating, but
incomprehensible casebook could embarrassment lasts only a little
produce a hornbook which so while. Ignorance can last forever.
coherently and lucidly explains
(Continued on page 7)
going through it once, twice, or
twelve times. If after twelve times
you still don't get it, it's probably
because it's a case that would
confuse Clarence Darrow.
Remember, if you struggle at first,
it doesn't mean you're stupid, just
inexperienced.
A word about the cases you're
reading. Your books, rather than
explaining the law, present cases.
They are casebooks, rather than
textbooks. The authors are not
writers as such, but law profes
sors and respected legal author
ities, and they do not write these
books, but edit them by selecting
cases which illustrate concepts
and the state of that particular
area of the law. The cases are all
appellate court decisions, which
means the first court to hear the
case made its decision, and what
you're reading is the result of the
appeal. An appeal is a review by
a higher court of a decision by a
lower court, considering whether
the lower court made an error.
Trial court decisions are seldom
published. In law school, the law
you leam is what comes out of
appeals.

And behind door number one ...

Class of *91 Stats
by Denise Me Garry

Director of Admissions
August 25, 1988 marked the
beginning of a new life for twohundred and thirty-five bright
and eager students who entered
the Villanova Law School. These
future attorneys came from across
the country from as far as Cali
fornia, Minneapolis, and Florida,
in addition to Puerto Rico. Over
fifty-five percent of the students
came from Pennsylvania, with
New Jersey ranking second with
fourteen percent. Eight percent of
the first year class came from New
York.
The educational backgrounds
of the members of the class of 1991

(Continued on page 2)

Student Dies of Sudden Illness
Roxianne Wyche, who would
have been a third-year student
this fall, died on June 5,1988, from
a sudden illness. Doctors attribute
her death to liver failure.
Wyche, thirty-three years old,
is survived by her husband. Dr.
Samuel P. Wyche, a son, Samuel
P. Wyche III, and a daughter, Erin
Alexis Wyche.
Wyche received her degree in
nursing from University of Pitts
burgh in 1977, and worked as a
nurse before attending law school.
She transferred to Villanova from
the University of Pittsburgh.

New Writing Profs Named

Inside
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Issue . . .

were quite diverse. These stu
dents had undergraduate degrees
in such diverse areas as engineer
ing, music, chemistry and nurs
ing. The most common major was
political science with psychology
and English tying for second
place. Other typical majors
included accounting, economics,
and history. Over sixt^n percent
of the incoming students had
double majors. Ten first-year
students possessed advanced
degrees; two were physicians.
One hundred and eleven col
leges and universities were repres
ented by membersof the first-year
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By David Outtrim

The Villanova Legal Writing
Program appears to have put last
year's problems behind them as
they enter the new school year.
Returning veteran, Nancy Shultz,
has been joined by three new
instructors, bringing the depart
ment back to full stren^h. The
new instructors bring with them
an abundance of experience, both
in scholastic achievement and in
practice.
Originally from the Poconos,
Linda Post comes to Villanova

from a private law practice in
Montgomery County. She received
her B.A. from Susquehanna Uni
versity and her J.D. from the
University of Pittsburg School of
Law, where she was the Notes and
Comments editor of the Law
Review, a University Scholar, and
a member of the Order of the Coif.
After graduation, Linda spent two
years as a clerk to the Honorable
Donald E, Wieand of the Superior
Court of Pennsylvania before
going into private practice. Linda
(Continued on page 7)

i
. " •-?. -si,

< ' %«. ,
- -. ' " '

'
t*-

'r- .-fii.
."

'i'lsr

- 'r

...
i -v

Page 2 • THE DOCKET • August, 1988

EDITORIAL'

Roxianne Wyche

(1955-1988)
We enjoy a kind of immunity in law sciiool. We are isolated,
in a sense, from reality. We spend three years in an unreal world
of cases, reporters, grades, and learning. Every now and then,
reality breaks through into our plastic bubble world, and leaves
its mark.
Sometimes it is tragedy that touches us. This summer,
tragedy in its purest form shaded our lives. Roxianne Wyche,
a well-liked colleague, thirty-three years old, wife and mother
of two young children, died from liver failure brought on by
a sudden illness. It is both a deep personal tragedy for her husband
Samuel and children Samuel, III, and Erin, and a loss that affects
those in our community.
Each one of us is diminished by Roxianne's death. At times
when reality invades academia, words fall far short of saying
what needs to be said.
This fall, we will go back to our cases, reporters, grades,
and learning, with perhaps a reminder that we are not immune
from reality or loss, and perhaps an increased appreciation of
that for which we are working. Roxianne will be missed.

Building the Bridge
In recent years the Docket has called for more practiceoriented courses, perhaps even an entirely clinical third-year
semester. A debate on the relative merits of substantive versus
practical courses does not, however, address the real issue of
student preparation for the practice of law. The challenge is
to enable students to utilize the knowledge gained in substantive
courses. Professor Doris Brogan refers to it as "bridging" the
gap between the substantive and the practical.
The Docket urges the curriculum committee and VLS
professors to investigate the integration of practice modules into
substantive courses. Contracts students, for instance, might
devote a week to drafting of a simple contract; conflicts students
could brief and argue a hypothetical choice of law issue at
semester's end. In this fashion, students would gain an
awareness of the usefulness of theory.

Class of ^91
(Continued from page 1)
class. The largest percentage of
students graduated from Villanova University and the University
of Pennsylvania (both with seven
percent), with The Pennsylvania
State University ranking second
with six percent. The University
of Delaware ranked third with
three percent. Institutions such as
Boston College, and Georgetown
University were represented each

with two percent. Otner msiitutions included Harvard, Cornell,
Princeton, Stanford, and the
University of Michigan. Students
came from far and wide from such
schools as The Universities of
Arizona, Nebraska, Southern Cali
fornia and Puerto Rico.
Editor's Note: The figures stat
ed in this article were compiled
immediately before The Docket
went to press. The figures for the
actual class may differ.

by Christina Valente

This past summer the Supreme
Court granted certiorari in a drug
testing case. After that last idio
syncratic barrage of decisions, I
wouldn't hazard a guess as to
what sort of decision the Court
will reach. But I've reached the
conclusion that beyond politics,
there are simply no good ratio
nales for drug-testing in the
workplace.
I won't bother preaching to the
converted. Let's set aside legal
issues. Let those of us with a
strong aversion to unbridled pat
ernalism and a healthy fear of Big
Brother invading not only our
homes and our garbage cans, but
also our bodies, momentarily
attempt to view the issue through
the eyes of those whose greatest
fear is that drug use has dimin
ished America's ability to compete
in the world marketplace.
A recent study compared the
iRsults of workplace drug-testing
in the public and private sectors.
So much for the horror stories
about stoned postal workers mis
directing our mail. Government
employees tested positive an aver
age of less than 1% of the time.
(I believe that this average
included testing of groups within
the armed forces, so one can
imagine how low the figures for
non-military
government
employees are.) In private indus
try, a whopping ten to twelve
percent of employees tested were
positive. Of course, this likely
includes lots of those false posi
tives no one likes to talk about,
but then the governmental
employee figures are not likely to
be any more accurate.
The arguments in favor of drug
testing in the workplace are that
it promotes efficiency, safety, and
quality control. The people mak
ing those arguments are almost
invariably the same ones who
keep telling us how superior
private industry is compared to
the government in terms of pro
viding services. Assuming arguen
do that private industry is inher
ently more efficient than the
government, we must note the
negative correlation between effi

ciency and drug use by employees dope a month ago.
(as distinct from drug use in the
Second, because of its ease of
workplace itself, which no chem administration relative to more
ical test is designed to discover.) precise, intelligent methods of
Keeping in mind that more than evaluating worker performance,
ten times as many workers in the random or across-the-board driig
private sector tested positive than testing has become a proxy for
in the public, the conclusion is management generally, and a poor
inescapable; drug use by one at that. Drug testing is sup
employees must not have a truly posed to reveal impaired perfor
significant impact on efficiency.
mance. But if a supervisor can't
I know this comes as a blow to spot drug use on the job then one
those who saw drug-testing as a of two things is true: L) the drug
panacea for America's slipping use is not affecting the employee's
performance in the world market performance overall, or 2.) the
place. (I'm waiting for someone to drug use is affecting employee
start blaming the bosses who, performance but the supervisor is
statistics reveal, keep taking their not keen enough to spot the
bonuses in spite of the dwindling impaired performance herself, in
profits about which they never which case the employer's prob
cease to complain.) Even if this lems are of a considerably greater
magnitude. The only suitable
. . drug testing can solution to this problem, better
management, would also rectify
only alleviate the
any problems caused by drug use.
Compensating for poor manage
symptoms, not provide
ment by using drug testing pres
a cure."
ents a much greater threat to
America's economic well-being
study had never appeared, how than does the drug use itself; it
ever, common sense would lead draws attention away from less
one to the conclusion that there easily discernable and more insi
is no rational basis for drug dious forms of incompetence. Of
course management has a vested
testing in the first place.
First, none of these tests say interest in blaming the workers
anything about the worker's use instead of themselves for falling
of drugs or state of mental alert profits. But even if one sincerely
ness while at work. The supposed believes that drug use and/or
value of workplace testing rests addiction drains the economy and
on the false assumption that an burdens the health care system,
employee who uses illicit substan drug testing can only alleviate the
ces at any time is automatically symptoms, not provide a cure. As
inferior to one who doesn't. This drug testing has become more
view of workers as interchange prevalent, an entire industry
able or fungible is, of course, basic devoted to circumventing the
to the ideology of the capitalist consequences of random testing
structure. Nevertheless, in prac has sprung up. (This is American
tice it does not promote rational ingenuity and the entreprenurial
hiring and firing decisions. If an spirit at its best.) As long as
employee's performance is not up management is distinct from
to par, for whatever reason and labor and workers have no prop
not merely because of drug use, erty interest in the fruits of their
the employee should be dis labor, employees have no incentive
charged. Likewise it would be to perform optimally. If companies
foolish to fire or refuse to hire an were worker owned and managed,
excellent employee merely there would be no need for drug
because the person smoked some testing in the workplace at all.

Roxie: A Personal
Remembrance
by Donna Smith
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On June 5, 1988, Roxianne
Wyche, a third year student at
VLS, passed away suddenly. Rox
ie, as she was known to her
friends, was a remarkable woman.
Many of you might best remember
her as a beautiful, petite, woman
who was often accompanied to
class by her handsome young 5year-old son, Sam. Many of us will
remember Roxie as one of the
sweetest, nicest friends anyone
could be fortunate enough to ever
have.
Roxianne was extremely bright
and accomplished many profes
sional goals in her 33 years. Roxie
transferred to VLS in her second
year from the University of Pitts
burgh Law School. But, law was
her second vocation. She was a
very capable nurse who had com
pleted her B.S. in nursing and
master's in nursing administra
tion from the University of Pitts
burgh and had taught nursing at
Duquesne University and at Lankenau School of Nursing.
In 1986, Roxie entered the
University of Pittsburgh Law
School on an academic scholarship
and proceeded to work towards
her dream of becoming a lawyer.
In 1987, Roxie's husband, Sam,
accepted a psychiatric residency
in Philadelphia, and Roxie trans
ferred to VLS. She was the only
transfer student accepted at VLS
that year.
Roxie had the uncanny ability

to not only be an exceptional
student, she was a terrific, patient
mother and wife. Roxie met and
married Dr. Sam Wyche while
they both attended the University
of Pittsburgh. During their 11year marriage, they had 3 beau
tiful children, the late Kristy
Elizabeth, Samuel Phillip and
Erin Alexis. She managed school,
her children and husband, and
home with great skill and ease.
Many of us marveled at how well
she handled all of her responsibil
ity, but Roxie was a strong and
determined woman who accepted
it all very gracefully.
Roxie was truly admired by her
peers and was a source of inspi
ration to all who knew her. She
was a warm, caring and sensitive
person, whose friendship was
valued highly. Roxie always had
a way of making people feel good
about themselves and always had
an encouraging word to pass on
just when it was needed most. She
was a true and faithful friend,
who never complained about any
task she had to perform or any
obligation she had to fulfill. Roxie
recognized the value of life and
lived each day to its fullest. She
was a good person who strove to
be the best she could be and she
succeeded at everything she
undertook to do in life. Roxianne
was a beautiful, loving woman,
friend, mother and wife. She will
be deeply missed by us all.
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OF-ED
Undue Process: Registering Your Complaint
by B.S. Finkel
Not too long ago, you were
probably lying on a beach some
where, lying by the poolside, lying
in front of the t.v., or lying to your
boss or parents. In short, you'd
been living a lie. You could hardly
have suspected what would
happen next. Just when you
thought it was safe to go back in
the water ... tum-tum tum-tum
tum-tum (you wouldn't believe
how silly it feels to try to repro
duce the theme music to Jaws in
written syllables — it tends to
look like a newsprint attempt to
subliminally advertise Turns) ...
it's Laws. Laws ("the original")
is what the IL's are in for. Unde
niably the most terrifying of the
three versions. While the plot is
now all-too-familiar to secondyears, the first sequel. Laws II,
still manages to reproduce many
of the attributes which made the
original so frightful and exhaust
ing. And Laws III is, of course, the
one in 3-D. (The three D's: distri
buting resumes, dressing for
interviews, and dropping in on
class occasionally.) While each of
these versions varies in produc
tion values and critical reaction,
they all share one common ele
ment: the cost of admission. And
as you've probably learned from
filling out financial aid forms,
loan applications and the like,
that's where the real sharks are.
gut you're here now, so let's hit
the lights and roll the film. Wheth
er you're in for Laws I, II or III
— we're all in the same boat.
One of the first things you
notice about Garey Hall is how
much it looks like a high school
building, with cinder-block walls,
tile floors, metal lockers and
everything. All that seems to be
missing is the gym teacher,
"Duke" Donahue, who once
advised a student that he would
soon be "spitting up chicklets if
he didn't straighten up and fly
right." (I'm not making this up —
that's a direct quote). Don't worry,
you'll have one or two professors
who make you forget all about
missing the Duke. Anyway, one
of the first things you do is get
your locker assigned and a com
bination lock. This high school
parallel thing is getting downright
eerie.
The resemblance continues
through registration. The theory
behind registration is similar to
that which guides customs checks
in airports. No, not searching you
for drugs because you look sus
picious; it's "hurry up and wait."
Although it's true you do look
suspicious. You got a prescription
for those pills, buddy? Anyway,
the registration procedure is as
follows:
1. Wait in a line.
2. Wait in another Hne.
3. Get your picture taken.
4. Wait back in the first line,
which is now the third line.
5. Get your schedule.
6. Wait in the third line again
(this must be the Main Line).
7. Get in line to be measured
for height (weight in another line).
8. Repeat steps #1 through #2.
9. Go home.
10. Wait in line (at your own
option).
And this is for the students who
weren't wait-listed. I was just
kidding about getting weighed in
step #7, by the way. The scales
of justice aren't used until after
registration.
Once you get your schedule
(step #5), anything can happen.
Well, that statement may be a
little broad — you won't be able
to travel through time or fly on
your own power, and the odds
against your winning the lottery
are pretty astronomical, schedule
or not — actually, the only thine

that can happen is you find out
what classes and professors you
have, and maybe notice there's a
mistake in your schedule. Please
excuse that big build-up, I got
qarried away in the excitement of
registration. So here's a scenario
(upper-class students, stop smirk
ing ... ) of what can happen, at
any rate:
Student Asserting Problem: It
seems that you've made a mistake
with my schedule. I'm a law
student, but it says here my first
class is Awful Literary Puns of the
Twenties in Arsenio Hall. And
after that, you've got me sche
duled for a course on the Greed
Among the Masses somewhere
else, let's see ... Monty Hall.
Desk Jockey: So what's your
problem?
SAP: Well, I'm a law student, and
these courses have nothing to do
with the law. These subjects are
kind of useless and stupid, if you
ask me.
[TIME OUT: Everybody freezes
exactly as they were, not even
blinking. Oh, you can still move,
and blink if you have to. Sorry
about that, didn't mean to hold you
rigid.]
At this point, the student we've
focused on could be talking to one
of two types of people whose job
is to stand behind the desks when
people like you complain to them
about their schedules. One kind,
the really understanding, helpful,
sympathetic, pleasant adminis
trator, would clear this misunder
standing up in no time flat, before
you could say "a multi-syllabic
word or name that people pretend
takes more than a split second to
pronounce, thus giving some
effect to a cliche like this one
here.'t Yep, a good administrator
could straighten out any mix-up
faster than the sound of speed.
But where's the humor in that?
So back to the other type, so I can
squeeze a few laughs out of this
routine at their expense. But I do
want to stress, even though it has
nothing to do with the fact that
I plan on making a few minor
adjustments to my.own schedule,
that the people responsible for this
type of thing at the law school
definitively fit into the former
classification, and these meager
laughs are in no way at their
expense, particularly if they can
do something about rescheduling
that unpleasant 8:30 Tuesday
morning class I have.
[TIME BACK IN: Everyone starts
moving as if nothing strange hap
pened, but what am I telling you
this for, you sat there blinking
through the whole thing.]
DJ: Don't be such a whiner. A law
student, you say? What classes is
it you claim you want?
SAP: Um, well. Torts for one.
DJ: Torts? What's that?
SAP: A kind of Austrian pastry,
I think. I also need to take Civil
Procedure.
DJ: Which is ... ?
SAP: Well, civil I guess means
polite, and procedure is a five-yard
penalty. So it might have some
thing to do with refereeing polo.
DJ: And you want to take these
courses because they're more
appropriate and interesting than
the ones we gave you?
SAP: Ummm ... you know, it
occurs to me ... this situation ...
I'm in some kind of humor column
sketch, aren't I?
DJ: I don't know what you're
talking about.
SAP: Oh no? Look over there! I
can see the typewriter keys... and
the author! Son of a ... you were
in on this too, weren't you?!
DJ: Ha, ha. You've been a great
sport.
SAP: Great sport, nothing! Just
you wait, in a couple years I'm
gonna sue you for slander, or
invasion of privacy, or copyright

violation, or something.
DJ: Not with the schedule you've
got you're not, bub. Next!
There are other things going on
at registration besides class sche
duling. You can buy a parking
permit, which enables you to park
without having to worry about
anyone bothering you (if only we'd
had this back when I was in high
school — I still can't believe how
the girls I used to go out with all
ended up having fathers whowere
gun nuts).
Get books. Many of your pro
fessors will tell you the expensive
texts are an indispensible part of
the law school experience. Many
of your professors are the authors
of law textbooks. Look at your
schedule and buy the books cor
responding to the classes you're
taking. You'll find some courses
list dozens of books, while others
require only one or two. Don't
worry, it all works out evenly; the
books on each Professor's reading
list must add up to the same total
weight — I believe this year it's
sixty-two pounds per class. The
temptation may be great to not get
all the books on your reading list
— which I don't advocate, throws
off the weight distribution — or
get slightly different editions than
are on the list (substituting, say,
the 5th edition of LaFave and
Israel's Criminal Procedure
with Presumed Innocent or the
latest Spenser novel). This I
recommend. Typically, the price
for all your books runs about the
same as the cost of a reasonable
used car, or a new Hyundai.
Sometimes you can get used
books, with the cases and text
already highlighted. This can be
a great time-saver, although cau
tion suggests either reading the
material yourself, or insisting on
the grade report of the previous
owner to see how the seller did
in the class. Highlighting in a book
from someone below C level fits
more in the definition of lowlighting. You're probably better
off with the Hyundai.
So you are more or less ready.
But you're not there yet — you

Left
by Lisa Kmiec
LIBERAL (lib'rel): broadminded,
tolerant, esp.: not bound by
authoritarianism, orthodoxy, or
traditional forms.
This definition is Webster's,
circa 1981. It is positive and
powerful. Webster, however, saw
fit to define "liberal" in terms of
its identifying its mirror-image
companion, "convervative."
But does Webster define "con
servative" as "narrow-minded,
intolerant, esp.: bound by author
itarianism, orthodoxy and tradi
tional forms"? Not exactly. Rath
er, Webster says "conservative"
means "tending or diposed to
maintain existing views, condi
tions, or institutions; traditional."
Laying these definitions side by
side, however, would probably
result in our all aspiring to fulfill
the "liberal" definition. After all,
admitting otherwise would be like
saying that you hate baseball and
apple pie. Admitting that you are
anything but "tolerant" and
"broadminded" is tantamount to
saying that Betty Friedan belongs
in the kitchen and Rosa Parks
belongs at the back of the bus.
So why is it, then, that, when
conversation turns to politics at
a scocial gathering, I must con
fess to being liberal? Shouldn't I
proclaim my political views as
proudly as I do my American

need the right attitude. You see,
even if at this point you've reg
istered and got yourself a locker,
schedule, parking permit, books,
the money for tuition, etc., but
don't have the proper attitude,
what have you got? Granted, a lot
more than most people. Okay, so
it was a stupid question. Get off
my back. See what I mean about
your attitude?
What you need is the proper
attitude with which to tackle the
year ahead of you. You need to be
totally psyched, with sleeves
rolled up, .adrenaline flowing,
mind sharp, energy high, ready to
perform like you've never done it
before, ready to give it your all,
a hundred and ten percent. In
short, you've got to be one of the
kids from 'Fame.' To see if your
attitude needs adjusting, try
taking this brief quiz. It's just like
the ones they have in Cosmo, only
it's in The Docket so it's nowhere
near as interesting.
1 )Do you think you're going to
get enough this semester?
• Yes • N o •Define
"enough"
la)You thought that last question
referred to:
• Sex • Classwork • Aggravation
2 )Are you ready for the hypos?
• Yes •No • Depends
— let's say I do well on the first
few hypos, then because I
relied on my early success, I
answer several more, all
wrong, and then I find out my
answers to the first ones were
really wrong ... what was the
question?
2a)You thought that last question
referred to:
• Drugs • Classwork
• Those big fat animals in zoos
3 )Are you pleased with the con
tents of your briefs?
• Yes • No
• That question is below the belt
3a)You thought that last question
referred to:
• Anatomy • Classwork
• Those big fat animals in the
zoos
4 )If it's Friday night, I should be:

• Doing something else besides
wasting my free time on this test
• Studying • Spitting
up
chicklets
Scoring: If you answered any of
the above questions, you are not
ready. If you answered none of the
above questions, you are not
ready.
What's that you're pointing
out? That, according to this test,
it's impossible to be ready for law
school? Check immediately above
your head. If those cartoons are
right, there should be a light bulb
over it about now.
So it all comes to this:
Day one: The professor glances
around the room from the podium
in front of the class, and I lean
forward expectantly, on the edge
of my chair (those darn splinters
— W^got to get my seat changed).
He checks the seating chart where
they've pasted what they allege is
a photo of me but is in fact easily
identified from appearance as one
of Eleanor Roosevelt. The profes
sor, most likely because he was
a New Deal Democrat stirred into
warm memory by my photo,
decides to call on me. If my
attitude was not right and I had
not been ready, I would probably
stammer, hem and haw (I might
limit myself to hawing, I never did
fully appreciate the hemming way
— see what happens when you
don't transfer out of 'Awful Liter
ary Puns of the Twenties'?), and
blurt out a baseless, absurd
answer (although occasionally I
might let loose with an absurd
answer that had a base). But this
year, thanks to my proper atti
tude, I have come into this pre
pared, in complete readiness for
any question even the most cun
ning professor could throw at me.
Almost instantaneously, I am able
to confidently assert an answer to
his intricate, almost insoluble
Gordian Knot of a legal problem:
"Reply hazy, try again later."
And I'm sure he will, too. I'll
be ready for him, unless he decides
I'm not flying right and should
soon be spitting up chicklets.

of Center
nationality? Aren't they really the "me" decade, I see no real signs
same thing?
that the eighties have been, or will
It seems that much as I like to be, any different.
be up to date and stylish in some
We all, of course, hate taxes. Yet
areas of my life, there are other, at the same time we are outraged
perhaps more important, areas in about the homeless, the drug
which I am somewhat old- problem and the environment.
fashioned.
How can these conflicting issues
It's rather trendy, for example, ever be reconciled?
among those in their twenties to
As a dye-in-the-wool liberal, my
be apolitical. It's not that people answer is obvious. We're faced
purposely avoid political involve with a choice. We can either raise
ment because they are ideological taxes (an idea that is rei^llant to
ly opposed to its tarnished "good everyone, especially politicians) or
old boy" image. It's that they we could cut some of the ridiculous
simply don't care. Political acti defense spending that has been
vism is outside their everyday bleeding this country dry of its
needs and worries and is therefore resources for the last eight years.
irrelevant.
Some time ago, Andry Rooney
Isn't political involvement, com once again mounted his soap box
ing from any point on the ideo and blasted Reagan for his bloated
logical spectrum, a desirable defense budget. Rooney created
activity? As a process in itself, what was for me an unforgettable
activism raises the social aware
image. He wrote out the numerals
ness of the general populace. As - of our total annual defense budget
a means towards a goal, wides as well as those of various other
pread activism brings about developed countries. Japan's
change because the general pop defense spending was near the
ulace desires that change. A selfbottom of the list, with somewhere
satisfied and apolitical majority around 420 billion. Rooney then
only empowers the vocal minority, asked a question that bothers me
the result of which is some very still. Is it any wonder that Japa
undemocratic change that few nese products and technology far
want or need.
exceed ours in terms of both
Another once-popular idea that quality and demand?
has fallen to the unfashionable
The Japanese people, together
wayside is compassion. While the
(Continued on page 5)
media dubbed the seventies the
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Alums Honored
by Trudy Riddell,

Director of Alumni Affairs
On April 23rd, the Villanova
Law Alumni Association held its
annual dinner/dance at the Aronimink Country Club in Newtown
Square, Pennsylvania. The pur
pose of the dinner is to acknowl
edge outstanding contribution to
the law, the community and, in
particular, to Villanova Law
School.
In keeping with the traditional
theme of "An Inspiration to
Excel," the award was presented
to two of our incumbent alumni
Congressmen, John J. LaFalce and
Matthew F. McHugh. Past recip
ients have included Professor
Emeritus J. Edward Collins and
last year. Dean Emeritus Harold
Gill Reuschlein and the first
graduating class of the law school.
Congressman McHugh gradu
ated from the law school in 1963,
where he was an editor of the Law
Review. Following graduation
from law school, he began prac
ticing law with Donovan, Leisure,
Newton and Irvine in New York.
In 1966, he became active in civic
and political affairs in Ithaca,
New York, and was elected Tomp
kins County District Attorney in
1968. He was President-Elect of
the Tompkins County Chamber of
Commerce when he was elected
to Congress in 1974.
Congressman McHugh is cur
rently serving his seventh term in
the U.S. House of Representatives
having first been elected in 1974.
In 1985 the speaker of the House
appointed Congressman McHugh
to the House Intelligence Commit
tee, which oversees all U.S. Intel
ligence operations and funding; in
1987 he was named Chairman of
the Intelligence Committee's Sub
committee in legislation, which
has initial jurisdiction over all
legislative proposals affecting the
intelligence community.
Congressman LaFalce graduat
ed from the law school in 1964.
He served as a Captain in the U.S.
Army from 1965-1967. In 1967 he
began to practice law in Western
New York and there became
active in public service. In 1972
he was elected to the New York
State Assembly.
In 1974 at the age of 35, LaFalce
became only the second Democrat
and the first since 1912, to win
his Congressional District Seat.
Upon entering Congress in 1975
he became the first member of his
Congressional class to have a bill
become a public law. It was

by Joan Beck

Photo by David Outtrim

Congressman
Matthew F. McHugh, '63
estimated that this successful
effort saved or created some
300,000 jobs in New York State
alone.
John J. LaFalce has served
Western New York's 32nd Con
gressional District as its represen
tative in Congress since first
being elected in 1974. He is now
the newly elected Chairman of the
full Small Business Committee.
He is the first member of his class
and the only member of the New
York House delegation to head a
full committee.
t

.

>
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Congressman
John J. LaFalce, '64
After the dinner/dance, the
honored guests and attendees
gathered for conversation and to
reminisce, and did so into the
morning hours. All agreed that
the occasion was a grand success,
due in large part to the honored
guests.

FALL 1988 LAW ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
Class of 1983 Reunion
Class of 1963 Reunion
Philadelphia Bench Bar Reception
Washington, D.C.
October 8
Class of 1958 Reunion
October 15
Class of 1968 Reunion
October 22
Law Review Symposium
October 29
Red Mass
September 24
September 30
October 1

Director of Placement
Fall Employers
If all employers who have sche
duled interviews through the Law
School Placement Center keep
their appointments, Villanova law
students will have more employ
ment opportunities this fall than
ever before. They are scheduled
from September 13 to October 31.
Ninety-five employers are inter
viewing through the four law
school consortium, the Four-inOne Program. One hundred eight
are coming on-campus. Twelve
employers are scheduled to inter
view in New York on September
8 and eight in Washington, D.C.
on September 23rd. That adds up
to 210 employers already in 1988.
The 1987 total, fall and spring
combined was 218.
While the majority of the cur
rent fall interviewers are largevolume employers (they recruit at
many law schools and may be very
selective in hiring), their interest
in Villanova indicates a growing
national reputation for the Law
School. Second-and third-year
students have more early offer
opportunities in the fall of 1988
than ever before.
Resume Collection Dates
August 30and 31: Tuesday and
Wednesday — New York City Job
Fair Employers.
September 6 and 7; Tuesday
and Wednesday — Washington
D.C. Job Fair Employers; OnCampus Employers (September);
Four-in-One
Employers
(September).
September 13 and 14: Tues
day and Wednesday — Four-inOne Employers (October); Cover
Letter Collection.
September 20 and 21: Tues
day and Wednesday — OnCampus Employers (October).
Alumni Counseling
The Placement Center announ
ces the 1988-89 Alumni Counsel
ing Program. Every student, from
first-years to third-years, are

invited to participate in the pro sion. They enjoy participating in
gram. If you wish to participate, this program and are anxious to
please sign upon Registration Day help you. Why? Probably because
or before September 15 in the they would have benefited from
the advice and suggestions of a
Placement Center, Room 42.
Our alumni number over 4200 seasoned professional as they
and practice in almost every state, began to plan their careers and
some abroad. Our alumni havenot now wish to pass on to you the
only pursued traditional careers lessons they have learned.
within corporations and law
Sign-up forms will be available
firms, but also non-traditional
at
Registration and also in the
careers of almost every variety.
They possess a wealth of infor Placement Center, Room 42, and
mation based upon their own must be completed before Sep
experiences rangingfrom develop tember 16. On or before October
ing a career path strategy to 7, please come to the Placement
choosing a location in which to Center to receive an information
kit and the name of your Alumni
practice. They may not have all Counselor.
the answers, but they are certain
ly your prime source of guidance
Ideally, you will have made a
and advice.
friend and found a mentor to
Hundreds of our alumni eagerly contact, one who can remain so
volunteer to serve as counselors, throughout your career. At the
to meet and talk with you and very least, you have met one
answer any questions you may lawyer and enjoyed a fruitful
have regarding the legal profes discussion.
Coming Events
TUES 8/30
3:30 Rm 101
TUES 9/9
3:30 Rm 101
WED 9/7
3:30 Cafeteria
TUES 9/13
3:30 Rm 101
TUES 10/4
3:30 Rm 101
TUES 10/11
2-6 Cafeteria
FRI10/21
TUES 11/1
3:30 Rm 101
SERIES

AUGUST

"The Confidence Factor in Hiring"
Panel of Recruitment Experts Tells How-To

SEPTEMBER
"Tough Questions and Great Answers"
Faculty Interview Demonstration/Discussion
"Summer Jobs: Let's Talk"
Summer Associates Talk About Summer Employers
"L.A. Law and The Salary Gap"
Experts discuss the Glamour and the Reality
OCTOBER
"Sex Discrimination in the Legal Workplace"
Movie and Discussion by Panel
Legal Careers Symposium
Four Career Option Panels;
Corporation/Govemment/Prosecutor/"Boutique"
Public Interest Law Job Fair in DC
Washington, DC (Buses from 30th St. Phila)
NOVEMBER
Class of 1991 Placement Orientation
Job Search Skills Workshops
Resume/Letters/Interviewing/Search

Students from All Classes are Welcome at All Programs

New Law Review Members
by Maureen Murphy McBride
Well-deserved congratulations
go out to those first and second
year (now second and third year)
students who are the newest
members of the Villanova Law
Review. This year, the Law
Review welcomed 42 new
members, including 28 second
years and 14 third years.
For those of you unfamiliar
with the Law Review, it is not
simply an honorary organization.
Published entirely by Villanova
law students, the Law Review is
a scholarly journal, mainly focus
ing on recent developments in
specific areas of the law. The Law
Review is published in six issues
throughout the year.
At the end of each academic
year, new members of the Law
Review are chosen from the first

THE
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and second year classes. The Law
Review board extends an invita
tion to those students whose
grade point averages are within
the top ten percent of their class.
For those students whose
grades do not fall within this
range, the Law Review sponsors
an open writing competition dur
ing the summer in which all
interested students are asked to
write a paper, similar to a Law
Review case note, analyzing a
particular case.
This year, approximately sixty
papers were submitted and, as a
result, five second year and seven
third year students were invited
to join the Law Review.
From the second year class, new
Law Review members include
Richard Avery, Michael Block,
Ethan M. Cadoff,Julie S. Cpngdon,

James R. Dugan, Ted Gobillot, Jill
Henken, Michael Keene, William
Marshall, Ralph Mauro, Carla
Metzman, Wendy McLean, Kevin
Mulhearn, Mary Ann Mullaney,
Michelle Nofer, Karen Palestini,
Karen Pascale, David Peckman,
Deborah Popky, Scott Price,
Noreen Raridan, Jean Renshaw,
David Smith, Christopher Trombetta, Allen Tucci, William Yemc,
Edward Yocum and Arsen
Zartarian.
New members from the third
year class include Timothy Camp
bell, Thomas Donnelly, Carl Elitz,,
Matthew Ferretti, David Fournier, Gregory Getschow, Cindy
Gough, H. Kenneth Hardie, Robert
F. Hecht, Ann Krasnowiecki,
Jeffrey Lalloway, John Licari,
Tenley Phillips and Nancy Sabol.
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The Ever-Present Question

Inquiring

the major motivator for all aspir actually influence change itself.
ing attorneys have no understand The citizens of the United States
ing at all of the rigors and stress can determine the future of the
of law school: and the incredible nation. Lawyers are at center
pressure, volatility, and complex stage in the developing process.
ity of the legal profession. There
Many attorneys, for example,
are easier ways to make more
have
prominent roles in state and
money with less hassles (at least
I think so). Unfortunately, national politics. They analyze,
explaining the above to strangers develop, and change laws that
to the law is often about as easy affect every aspect of society.
Likewise, during the civil rights
as pulling teeth.
One of the great things about movement, lawyers played a key
law is the flexibility it allows. role in abolishing laws that pro
Every law student, depending on moted racial inequality. Similarly,
his particular goals and abilities, the attorneys in the Baby M case
has his own reasons for becoming made arguments that could be
a lawyer. Often, however, one has determinative of the future of
great difficulty in articulating his surrogate motherhood.
Maintaining the status quo is
answer to the ever present ques
The more skeptical of the inter tion. The following is my attempt not sufficient. Every society has
rogators answer their inquiries to do so.
a need for continuous progressive
before I can open my mouth.
The law is pervasive in all change. Too often we avoid mak
"You're doing it for the money, aspects of society. It lays the ing necessary changes. Our envir
right?" This attitude perturbs me framework for what citizens can onment is an example of our
greatly despite the fact that it has and cannot do. A lawyer's ability complacency. Where at beaches,
a ring of truth to it. But how do to understand the law affords him mothers once warned their child
I answer these tactless imbeciles? the opportunity to wield a certain ren about stepping on jellyfish,
"No, I'm really looking forward to amount of power. He can figure they now warn them about step
joining the swelling ranks of out solutions to complex legal ping on vials of AIDS contaminat
homeless in America." Of course, problems, his own and other ed blood. Similarly, due to the
I want to make good money. Who people's. He can avoid legal det continuing erosion of the ozone
doesn't?Just because I want to live riments. He can right wrongs.
layer, the bronze gods and god
reasonably comfortably, however,
Many people are overwhelmed desses of today will be the skin
does not mean I plan to trample by societal constraints, rules and cancer victims of tomorrow. To
on the rights of the poor and regulations. Burdensome red tape ameliorate these health hazards,
oppressed.
can sometimes cause a person to progressive laws must be deve
Unfairly, while millionaire bus feel as if he is facing a giant loped and enforced.
inessmen like Donald Trump are obstacle course. The inability to
As a lawyer, one has a tremend
Professor Valente:
hailed as brilliant, daring, and understand the many nuances of ous opportunity to bring about
"Maintain your independent innovative when they make meg- the law results in a great deal of positive and necessary changes. It
judgement and hold in reserve, for abuck deals, the general public confusion and dismay. Lawyers is almost a duty. With a solid legal
at least sixty days, the value and often erroneously thinks lawyers know more about the construction education, one sees problems
validity of the advice you receive are unprincipled money grubbers. of legal roadblocks, and conse more easily, and has resources
from all the 'experts,' faculty or As long as he works with honesty quently can help people by disen which are less accessible to the
students. You will find that much and integrity, a lawyer need not tangling the red tape.
nonlawyer. With hard work, good
ponderously offered by some 'vete apologize for making a good living.
Furthermore, as the blueprint values, and creativity, a lawyer
rans' at the school has some value, Unscrupulous attorneys, on the for order in society, the law is also can do a lot to make his commun
but that most of it involves iso other hand, should be excoriated the instrument of change. Lawy ity a better place to live. This
lated and fractional impressions for their shameful manipulation ers are able to see and understand capability does a lot more for the
with no relevance to you as a of the public trust.
the changes that are taking place, soul than simply lining one's
person or a scholar."
The people who insist money is and more importantly they can pockets with gold. '

Photographer

What advice do you^ as a
F.L.S. law professor^ have
for the IL students as they
begin their study of the law?

Professor Cannon:
"To work real hard but take a
day off to go to a movieor ballgame
every once and awhile."

by Kevin T. Mulheam
The question has been asked me
a thousand times; sometimes by
well-meaning friends, other times
by sardonic rivals, still other
times by complete strangers who
somehow find out I am a law
student. "So, why do you want to
be a lawyer?" The question often
has a tone of incredulity. Why
would any sane person choose to
endure three more years of rigor
ous schooling so he could work
ninety hour weeks, get acquainted
with every ambulance driver in
the vicinity, and defend homo
phobic
schizophrenic
axmurderers with bizarre eating
habits?

Democratic Convention Report
Professor Turkington:
"Work hard and stay cool."

Left of Center
(Continued from page 3)

with their government, have
decided to put their monies to
better use. They invest in people
and progress rather than in
paranoia.
Now that Japan has eclipsed us
on the market, can a demise as
a world power in terms of respect
be held off? I don't believe it can,
at least until we start feeding and
sheltering our own citizens, and
stop worrying about whether or
not we appear to be strong.
England, too, was once a feared
and respected world power. But
when its economic power declined,
it turned inward and began exa
mining its internal strength. Now
England has a developed social
safety net that incorporates some
aspects of (gasp!) socialism,
including an advanced health care
system. While England certainly
has its own particular brand of
domestic and foreign ills, it seems
to have taken a realistic and
compassionate view towards its
people's progress.
What's the moral of the story?
Simply that the decline of political
activism and compassion are
interrelated. The" "me" decades
have left us with a stagnant and
sagging society in which each
person who is "looking out for
number one" becomes increasing
ly dissatisfied with his or her life
but does nothing to change it.
Maybe we should stop complain
ing and start doing.

by Lisa Kmiec
Perhaps some of you watched
the Democratic convention from
Atlanta last month. If so, it may
have reminded you of the Water
Buffalo conventions that Ralph
Kramden and Ed Norton so
enjoyed. You know, plenty of
partying, generalized chaos, and
participants garbed in an amazing
array of hats, buttons, and donkey
ears.
In part because it was the first
to be organized specifically for
television, the convention may
also have left you rather cold. The
viewing audience wasn't able to
see exactly what goes on at a
convention, except for those three
hours each night. We never did
get much information about the
other twenty-one hours each day.
Former Cherry Hill Mayor
Maria Barnaby Greenwald did get
to see what happens during those
other twenty-one hours. As a
Dukakis delegate elected in the
June, New Jersey primary, Ms.
Greenwald can attest to the
amount of work that goes into
nominating a candidate and con
structing a party platform.
Upon her arrival on the Satur
day prior to the convention, Ms.
Greenwald was struck by the
organization and hospitality of the
convention organizers and the
people of Atlanta. "We were truly
given the royal treatment from
the moment we stepped off the
plane." Sunday was a free day,
and the participants took in the
sights or relaxed in preparation
for the Southern ball held later
that night at an historic home on
the outskirts of Atlanta.
The work began in earnest on
Monday morning, with a delega
tion breakfast followed by the
first round of delegation meetings.
"All the state delegates, whether
for Dukakis or Jackson, met, and

we had speakers each day. Lloyd
Bentsen spoke one day, and John
Glenn spoke another."
The main purpose of these
meetings, however, was com
promise. As the floor whip, Ms.
Greenwald was in charge of keep
ing track of the votes of all the
delegates on all sides of the issues
essential to the formation of the
platform. She also had to "bring
people in line" with Dukakis'
views on the issues, as well as
watch for those who seemed to be

"was a difficult task."
Once won, however, party unity
was worth the battle. New Jersey
Democratic Party Vice Chair and
Jackson delegate Geri Moon recalls
that the night that Jesse Jackson
spoke, Dukakis delegates gave
Jackson supporters their cr^entials so that they could hear their
candidate speak. "When it was
Mike Dukakis' turn to speak,
Jackson delegates returned the
favor. It was a very hopeful and
friendly atmosphere; we all felt

in danger of changing their posi
tion. "Persuasion and negotiation
were the tools with which the
platform was built."
Compromise was often difficult.
Although party unity was always
the ultimate goal, the real nego
tiation occurred during the meet
ings when the platform planks
were brought up and voted upon.
"Gaining the Jackson delegates'
support," says Ms. Greenwald,

like family."
Ms. Moon's role at the conven
tion was as much an organizer as
a delegate. Arriving on the Thurs
day before convention week, Ms.
Moon was in part in charge of
seeing that things ran smoothly.
"The organizers were so efficient
that some people said it was
almost boring, without all the
usual chaos associated with
conventions."

The New Jersey delegation took
with it a staff of 30 people,
including 13 high-school and
college-aged pages. Each got to
participate in the convention-floor
activities at last one night.
While both women came away
from the convention with a super
charged feeling of party together
ness and pride, each had a par
ticularly memorable moment of
her own.
Ms. Greenwald remembers
stopping in an Atlanta coffee shop
for a glass of iced tea one hot
afternoon. United States Senator
from New Jersey Bill Bradley, a
long time friend and political ally,
asked if the former mayor would
join him and his guest for some
tea. "When I sat down and was
introduced to Senator Ted
Kennedy, it was such a thrill it
was like meeting a part of history.
And when 'Little John-John'
Kennedy introduced his uncle
later that night, I felt as though
the tradition continued."
Ms. Moon recalls as one of the
most poignant moments in the
convention as when Barbara Jor
dan seconded Lloyd Bentsen's
nomination as the vicepresidential candidate. "I've
always been a great admirer of
hers and to see her, wheelchairbound, seconding the nomination,
was an emotional moment. Here
is a great woman, a respected
intellectual, cut down physically,
but still active and eloquent. We
all were very emotional."
"The Republicans sometimes
scoff at Democratic conventions,
calling them revival meetings, but
I believe that that's what politics
is about: it's the heart and soul
of society and you can't remove
the emotion from the process,"
Ms. Greenwald stated.
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Unofficial Guide to VLS Hang-outs
In those rare moments when a
law student undergoes thejekyll/
Hyde transition and turns back
into a social out-going human
being, there are many places to
go out to, with doors wide oj^n
welcoming you, waitresses taking
orders, bartenders filling mugs,,
music playing, lights flashing,
people having fun. If you can't
find any of those places, check out
some of the establishments on this
list.
These establishments have
been earmarked as unofficial
hang-outs of Villanova Law stu
dents in the past couple of years.
This is not to say they are neces
sarily popular as the current "in"
places with law school students,
but they do represent a fair survey
of social spots that have a repu
tation among your peers. After a
few hours in any of these places,
having refreshed your social
psyche and outlook on life, you can
turn back into that dedicated,
conscientious, studious, boringas-hell law student that exists in
all of us.
1. A1 E. Gator's (Gator's), 625
Lancaster Ave., Haverford.
FOOD/DRINK: Good appetizers,
desserts, decent meals from a
trendy menu. Beer by bottle or
draft (no pitchers), not cheap.
AMBIENCE: Lots of brass and
hardwood (but enough about the
clientele ... ) Man, this place is
crowded. Wonder why? Serious
"meet" market. Dance floor, a few
t.v.'s, some seating, don't sit by
the dance floor unless you have
a friend in the hearing aid
business.
COMMENT: More alligators on
shirt pockets here than in swamps
in the Everglades, more polo
shirts than in Prince Charles'
closet. Average shirt per body
ratio is nearly two.
2. The Friendly Saloon (Friendly's) 202 E. Lancaster Ave.,
Ardmore.
FOOD/DRINK; Decent sand
wiches, good drink prices and
deals, such as Mug Night, where
you buy a plastic mug at the
beginning of the night and get it
filled for free the rest of the night.
AMBIENCE: Comfortable bar,
narrow seating area, small but
adequate dance floor, DJ. that
routinely plays music way too
loud, some bwths in the back.
Basically cozy, slightly cramped,
you'll find yourself literally rub
bing elbows. The site of the
annual post-midterm and postfinal parties among IL's.
COMMENT: To the best of my
knowledge, it's the only place in
the area and (possibly in the
world) which has served Beef-aroni as its happy hour buffet.
3. Gullifty's, 1149 Lancaster
Ave., Rosemont
FOOD/DRINK: Substantial menu
featuring the latest trendy cui
sines, just don't order the pizza
here. Good selection of beers, even
on tap, and you can get pints of
imported English or Irish lager or
hIC
AMBIENCE: Same as in every
other one of these place for the
upwardly-mobile, with brass,
polished wood and hanging plants.
Larger restaurant seating area, no
dance floor or music, large screen
t.v.
COMMENT: Law students really
do come here a lot. That may be
a plus or minus for you, depending
on whether you want to get away
from it all, or whether you want
to get away from all them.
4. Kelly's, 1107 Lancaster Ave.,
Rosemont
FOOD/DRINK: Cheap beer at
cheap prices. For food, there's a

full range of chips and pretzels.
AMBIENCE: Remember back
when you were in college, when
you thought it was the coolest
thing to do to go out with about
six hundred of your closest friends
and drink and party until you got
sick. Well, this is the place where
those people from Villanova
undergrad go after they get sick.
On the plus side, it has pool tables,
picnic tables, and tradition.
COMMENT: If you can hang out
at Kelly's and not feel old, you're
probably not ready for law school
yet. Still, it does bring back old
college memories. Excuse me, I
think I'm gonna be sick ...
5. Marita's Cantina, 610-612
Lancaster Ave., Haverford
FOOD/DRINK: This is a Mexican
restaurant on one side, a bar on
the other. Pitchers, Mexican
beers, nacho chips and salsa to go
with you beer, variety of spicy
Mexican dishes.
AMBIENCE: Clean, well-Ht, newlooking — the spiritual opposite
of Kelly's. Generally upbeat, and
fortunately they play rock music
instead of stuff like Linda Ronstadt singing "Canciones de mi
Padre."
COMMENT: After numerous vis
its, it strikes me that I've never
actually seen anyone order
anthing from the dinner menu
here, only beer, chips and salsa,
and the occasional appetizer.
Could it be this is not a Mexican
restaurant at all? That would also
explain the welcome lack of "Can
ciones de mi Padre."
6. Montana's, 21 W. Lancaster
Ave., Bryn Mawr
FOOD/DRINK: Buck a beer, cowpoke, but no spitting on the floor.
Menu features western-style bar
becue, and other foods that a
nutritionist would eat to commit

hari-kiri.
AMBIENCE: Like the name sug
gest, Montana's is a western
motif, for all you Main Line
cowboys. Lotta rooms, nice size
bar, not really a law school feel
to it. Crowd tends to be a bit
young, but certainly down-toearth.
COMMENT: According to my
sources, this bar tends to have the
youngest crowd around. They
may be impressed when you tell
them you're in law school. Hell,
they may be impressed when you
tell them you can drive.
7. ChiU's GriU & Bar, 312 W.
Lancaster Ave., Wayne
FOOD/DRINK: Standard Mexi
can and grill fare, burgers and
such, reasonable prices. Yet anoth
er area attenipt to provide the
local Y-crowd with an emporium
to chow down on fajitas and suck
down a few beers with lime slices
stuck in the neck of the bottle.
AMBIENCE: Slick, bright, tiled,
lots of plants, with strange things
decor
hanging on the wall
Ground Round circa 1983. Depend
ing on your taste, you may feel
right at home here.
COMMENT: Whose idea was it
to hang those things on the wall,
anyway?
8. The Main Lion, 629 W. Lan
caster Ave., Wayne
FOOD/DRINK: One side is a deli,
with semi-affordable food of the
sandwich and pasta salad variety,
the other side is a bar restaurant
with more elaborate menu and
prices. Large salad bar, raw bar.
On tap, small glasses of beer, but
a good selection on tap. Take-out
beer is available in the deli.
AMBIENCE: Large bar which is
usually packed solid, sizable seat
ing area. Biggest dance floor
around, with enough dancers to

^ .

keep it pretty crowded. Three
large screen t.v.'s, usually show
ing rock videos or a videocam feed
of the people on the dance floor.
The walls are filled with used
books to create a library setting,
although you know that this is the
closest much of the clientele has
been to a book in a long time. Lots
of social interplay, hitting on and
Wowing off going on around the
bar and dance floor.
COMMENT: Gator's west. The
live camera shots of dancers put
up on the big screens is as much
fun as watching Dance Plague (or
Dance Fever, whatever).
9. Minella's, 320 W. Lancaster
Ave., Wayne
FOOD/DRINK: The classic diner
menu, at the classic diner prices.
But you're piaying for a slice of
this nation's cultural heritage
when you pluck down a couple
bucks for that piece of apple pie
a la mode. Breakfasts here are
usually great. No drinks — it's a
diner — but certainly the place to
come for coffee at three a.m. after
you've had your fill of alcohol.
Minella's is open 24 hours.
AMBIENCE: Again, classic diner,
with chrome-coated exterior and
formica countertops and puffy
white china. It could trade places
with any diner up and down Route
1 or in South Philly, and no one
would notice the difference. Well,
possibly the waitresses might, but
no diner non-professional.
COMMENT: The waitresses will
call you "hon" or "dear," in the
tradition of real diner waitresses
all over the country. I believe they
are required to do so by their
union. Diner Waitresses #107.
10. Orlean's, 1676 W. Lancaster
Ave., Paoli
FOOD/Drink: Cajun foods, bar

becue occasionally done on a big
ourdoor grill. Decent selection of
bottled beers, draft.
AMBIENCE: Downstairs it has a
rock 'n' roll type bar, which
features live music and DJ's.
Upstairs is standard upscale
decor. What sets this place apart
is the outdoor courtyard, where
you can sit at patio tables while
you eat and drink. Really does
capture some of the feeling of the
courtyard at Pat O'Brien's in New
Orleans (a place where the tour
ists go).
COMMENT: Even though this
one's a bit out of the way, it's
included because it's one of the
few places in the area you can sit
outside and enjoy your food and
drink. One other such place is The
Fox Barn, equally out of the way
in Great Valley.
11. Smokey Joe's (Smoke's), 212
W. Lancaster Ave., Wayne
FOOD/DRINK: Inexpensive,
standard appetizer staples. More
substantial, but not expensive,
meals available. Two bars, pretty
good prices on pitchers. Weekday
drink, happy hour specials. Okay
selection of draft beers.
AMBIENCE: Somewhat cramped
and dark, but accommodates
many more than it looks like it
would. Plexiglass front makes the
larger bar area more airy, brighter.
Lots of Villanova undergrads form
a regular crowd here.
COMMENT: A serious note:
Smoke's is located right in the
heart of Wayne, so be well-advised
to drive carefully, the Wayne
Police pay close attention. Don't
even think of driving drunk here.
In fact, don't think of leaving any
of these places driving drunk.
You're going to be a lawyer, you
have to know better.
12. Wayne Beef and Ale, 232
W. Wayne Ave., Wayne
FOOD/DRINK: Good hot roast
beef sandwiches, good prices. Fine
selection of beers, particularly on
tap, where you can get one or two
unusual British drafts (for exam
ple, Whitbread), which you can
get by mug or pitcher to wash
down you roast beef.
AMBIENCE: Pool table in the
back, a couple of televisions which
only show sporting events. Often,
the bar is crowded with softball
players from the bar's league team
(always a big attraction in my
book).
COMMENT: This entry could
have been Connus' Ale House,
Casey's Dugout Saloon, Cooz's
Corner — all are located within
a radius of approximately one
mile. Apparently there's a major
market for this type of establish
ment in the area. Personally, I
believe they are the same place,
they just change the street signs.
Their customers are certainly the
same.
This is by no means an exhaus
tive list (unless you try to patron
ize all these establishments in a
single night, and then, boy is this
exhaustive ... ) The places
included here did not pay to be
reviewed in this article (if I only
would've thought of that sooner!),
and there's no sleight intended of
establishments not listed. This
list barely scratches the surface
of student hang-outs in the area.
This is an unofficial listing based
on off-hand experience, hearsay
and rumor. Hearsay and rumor is
the second-best way to learn about
bars. The best way is of course
to try them on your own. So go
out, enjoy yourself. Remember,
there's no pressure on you to pass
the bar until after your third year,
so open those doors and go right
in.
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Counselor
At Large
Dear Aunt Emma,

One L
by Scott Turow
If there's one fiction book that
should be required reading for
anyone preparing for their first
year in law school, it's One L, by
Scott Turow. One L (a term for
first-year law students which
becomes all-too-familiar) is a diary
tracing the first year experiences
of a beginning Harvard Law
student.
Early on, you realize the Har
vard label shouldn't intimidate
you or give theauthor's law school
observations and experiences
precedence over your own. Har
vard, Villanova, or Dirty Larry's
Law School, One L underscores
the fact there is a universality in
the law school experience. As the
author's first semester unfolds,
you can follow along, tracing your
own experiences and perceptions
which mirror the author's. The
comments and observations the
author makes ring true, because
they are or will be echoed in your
own experiences. Turow's strug
gles maintaining personal rela
tionships with his wife and
friends, and his attempts at fos
tering a social life in the face of
keeping up could be your own, or
you may share his fears of failure
and reluctant expectations of
success. Recurring themes and
concerns common to your own
experience suggest an insight the
author came by through real
hands-on,
use-the-mike
experience.
The book is peopled with law
school type-cast characters. But
you know these people. You
either took or are taking these
professors. The students who
alternately frustrate, amuse, puz
zle, and befriend the author are
your own classmates. The people
in his study group are the people
in your own study group. The

One L 101
(Continued from page 1)

Class participation is the cor
nerstone of the Socratic method.
If you're one who doesn't appre
ciate the pressure of being called
on in class, you may feel that
hemlock was too good for Socrates.
The basic premise of the Socratic
method is that the lecturer doesn't
tell the class what they should
learn, he guides them, questioning
them to bring out the information.
It's something you get used to.
Some students take to it more
easily or enthusiastically than
others. Different professors have
different teaching styles. Some
prefer to give a straight lecture
rather than resort to questioning
of students in the Socratic
method. Others may center their
classroom methods on getting the
students to ask questions. Upperclass students will be more than
happy to fill you in on the various
teaching strategies of your profes
sors, for better or worse, but odds
are you'll have a pretty good idea
on your own by week two.
A tool most professors do use
for teaching the law is the hypo.
Hypo is short for hypothetical,
meaning a hypothetical situation
to be considered to try to help you
derive a rule, predict an outcome
or understand a concept. Hypos
are kind of like word problems.
Many professors take great pride
in their ability to ask entertaining,
challenging, convoluted or illum
inating hypos. As the year wears
on, you'll find many of your fellow
students do, too.
You may not know how to relate
to your fellow students at first.

material they study is the material
in the textbook in front of you,
the workload that buries them is
that same workload that threat
ens to entomb you. When the
author describes a professor's
question about a case in class, you
almost want to raise your hand
to answer.
One difference that is apparent
is that there's a far greater degree
of pressure at Harvard to succeed
— the "we're the best and the
brightest" mentality pervades the
book, and there's a conspicuous
competitiveness and tangible need
to impress that is comparatively
understated at a school like
Villanova.
The tone of the book is choppy
and uneven, which at first seems
like a flaw in the writing style,
but as you read (or as your own
law school experience progresses),
you realize the choppiness merely
reflects the pace and sensations
of the first year of law school
itself, and provides the reader
with an accurate barometer of the
experience.
The first few days and weeks
of the first semester are meticu
lously reported, with each minor
experience magnified and seeming
to engulf the author and his
companions. As the semester goes
on, the reports (written in diary
style, daily or weekly entries)
become fewer and farther
between. By second semester, the
author is breezing along, with the
only concentrated analysis center
ing on who would make law
review and preparing to get final
grades. When I finished the book
in October, I puzzled over how
little detail the author devoted to
the second semester, thinking he
probably got wrapped up in classwork and didn't have as much
time to devote to the keeping of
his diary. But looking back on it,
it now strikes me as basically

accurate, since the new experien
ces at the beginning seem so much
more massive and consuming. By
second semester, carried by the
momentum we'd built over first
semester, not slowed by the shock
of new experience, the rest of the
year slid by.
As far as the quality of the
writing. One L is not a master
piece, but the author does write
with an enthusiasm for both
telling his story and approaching
the law, which you may or may
not appreciate. The author's
passion for exploring nooks and
crannies of the law may at times
seem artificial or unrealistic,
particularly if you don't buy his
intense pleasure over the chal
lenge of legal knots without a
healthy dose of frustration toward
the law now and then to balance
out his enthusiasm. You may see
a lot of yourself in the author, or
you may see a lot of other people,
many of whom you find annoying.
Another universal truth: it takes
all types to make up a law school.
A couple interesting facts to
note: Scott Turow wrote this
diary not for the purpose of
keeping a personal record of his
experience, but as a paid endeavor
with a guaranteed publisher.
Turow came to law school from
a writing fellowship at Stanford
University, with a contract to
produce this book in his pocket.
Knowing this, one senses that
maybe his dissertations on his
fears of failure are exaggerated.
But history does show that Turow
went on to do well in law school,
practice law for five years with
a major firm in Chicago, then give
up the law to write a best-seller.
Presumed Innocent. But that's
another Top Shelf. For now,
you'd do well togive One La read.
Of course, as Turow's own pro
tagonist would assert, assuming
you can make the time.

I've read your column for the
last two years, and although I
never wrote in any problems, I
always felt that if I had a problem
that I really needed advice on, I
could turn to your column. A lot
of the time, people who wrote in
asked questions about issues that
were kind of on my mind, and you
would address these problems. I
usually got a lot out of your
answers. I understand you're
graduating. What am I supposed
to do now?

Dear Emmaless,

Signed,
Emmaless

One thing people can always
spare is advice. Even though Aunt
Emma has moved on to the real
world where she can now use her
counseling talents for real clients,
this humble column will try to
maintain her traditions of sound
counsel. If you have a really serious
problem that goes beyond the scope
of a newspaper letter answering
column (like trying to get a job, to
name one), you can talk to your
advisor, or the placement office, or
your friends who know you well.
But for problems of a more general
nature, drop us a line at The
Counselor At Large. Wehaveplenty
of advice to spare.

Dear Counselor,

This whole computer thing is
starting to bug me. Every time I
turn around, there's something
new I don't understand. It took
me four years of undergrad just
to learn that a disk drive wasn't
a new kind of car stereo player.
Will firms hold it against me if
I don't learn LEXIS or WESTLAW
or I can't use a word processor or
a database?

Signed
Does Not Compute
Dear D.N.C.,

First of all, it's probably unreal
istic to think computer skills aren't
going to be valuable to a future
lawyer, both for marketing yourself
to get a job and to increase your
They're all about as smart as you classmates, and you'll learn what productivity. Many lawyers don't
(ain't no dummies in law school),
your needs are as far as classwork. need to use computers to do their
they'll work as hard as you, and
Two or three of your classmates jobs, but it's not a bad thing to have
some will seem to be on top of
you seem to relate to may be on your resume.
everything while others won't interested in forming a study
One thing to remember is that
appear to have gotten the hang of group with you. If you don't want a computer is only as smart as its
anything. You can look at them to be part of an organized group, user. You are the one with your
as your colleagues or your com you might consider studying with hands on the keyboard; it is your
petition. Elsewhere, the competi a single person, a study partner. tool, not your enemy. If you get
tion aspect can be vicious. At VLS, Remember the whole idea of a frustrated, you can always turn it
this really isn't the case. There's study group is to help you study' off. Villanova offers a course in
more of a sense of being in the and perform better in class. You computers and the law, in which
same boat, and a spirit of coop may not feel you need to be part you can learn how to use tools like
eration seems to prevail. There of one, and lots of students do very a word processing program without
may be a few instances where that well studying on their own. Again, cursoringin frustration. If you take
doesn't feel like the case, but you should take the approach it one step at a time, you 'II find it's
overall, that's how it is. The which seems to work best for you. not so difficult to understand or
element of competition certainly
There's a lot to learn at first, deal with. Just because it's technical
exists, but it helps to keep in mind and a lot of pressure. But you and new to you, don't let it intimthat the reason you and all of your don't have to turn into a legal
classmates are here is to learn the android to do it. Check out the the article on hang-outs for further
law, and you're going to learn it student lounge (as you will doubt detail). You will work hard, but
less see, it was recently renovated don't stop being a human being.
together.
Your fellow students may also and is now a major Philadelphia It's important to relax, and there
turn out to be helpful to you in area landmark for visiting interior are enough recreational possibil
studying, and vice versa. You'll decorators) or the crowd in the ities to help you escape and get
talk to them between classes, cafeteria (the "caf," in the com your mind off the cases.
share ideas, questions and con mon tongue). Chances are those
Maybe the most important
cerns. You may decide to form a students aren't studying. Look for thing to help you get through the
study group. A study group is the intramural sports and club first rough weeks (or months ...)
whatever you make it. A study sign-ups. Basketball, softball, is the feeling: the feeling you're
group is a resource, other students rugby, skiing are just some of the not alone, everyone around either
with whom you can discuss prob sports in which VLS students is going or has gone through what
lems, analyze cases, share the participate during the semester. you're going through. It bears
burden of work, and help maintain Join a club, like the Court Jesters repeating, that among VLS stu
mutual discipline. The obligation for those of you with dramatic or dents, there isn't a cut-throat
can be at any level you feel is musical interests. For those of you attitude, but more of a supportive
appropriate, from a regular meet who like to write, The Docket is atmosphere, a feeling of shared
ing with a schedule of courses to always looking for a few good experience, particularly in the
study, with well-defined respon pens. Get acquainted with the excitement of the beginning of
sibilities for each member, to a tradition of T.G.'s (Friday after your law school career. You'll
group that gathers every so often noon get-togethers), where you come to fully appreciate it as time
to review whatever subject seems can get acquainted with other goes on. We are all in this together.
to be causing the most trouble — students. Take advantage of the It's a tough road, and a challenging
whatever fits your needs. To get many cultural establishments in one. But you're here, like the rest
a study group organized, just play the area (Marita's, Gullifty's and of us, so hold on tight and dig in.
it by ear. You'll get to know your the Main Lion leap to mind — see You're in for some ride.

idateyou. Twelve-year-old kids can
master computers so readily because
they have no fear of technology, not
because they're little geniuses.
(Have you seen the latest grade
school reading test results?) Look,
you made it to law school, you've
gotta have something going for you.
Using a computer is only a little
more complicated than typing on a
typewriter, and the results in terms
of efficiency and new skills in worth
taking a shot. The whole world is
learning to use computers. There's
no reason you can't if you 're willig
to give it a try.
LEXIS and WESTLAW are
both great time savers, but are
unlikely to ever replace the timehonored method of doing the
research in the library stacks. Still,
the computerized legal services can
be very useful, particularly when
utilized by someone who can com
bine their research with traditional
research abilities. It doesn't hurt to
try to learn, and at the beginning
of second semester you 'II have ample
opportunity to play around with it
without fear of embarrassment, as
everyone else new to it is trying to
get the hang of it too.

Dear Counselor,
I am returning to school after
an absence of many years, and I
don't know if I'll be able to relate
to classmates significantly
younger than I. How should I
approach them?

Dear Returnee,

Signed,
Returnee

You may be a bit uncomfortable
at first, but you'll realize that you
have at least some things in common
(you're all in law school, for one
thing). Don't underestimate how
powerful this shared experience will
be in breaking down barriers. You
may find the age difference makes
them more interesting to you, and
vice versa. Just approach them
honestly, and they'll respond in
kind. You'll find natural relation
ships develop which are influenced
by the age difference, not precluded
by it.

New Profs

(Continued from page 1)
is active in the Choral Society of
Montgomery County as well as
the County Line Quilter's Guild.
Andrew Taslitz comes to Villan
ova from the position of associate
with the Philadelphia firm of
Sprecher, Felix, Visco, Hutchison
and Young. He received his J.D.
from the University of Pennsyl
vania Law School, where he was
the co-chairperson of the Moot
Court Board. After graduation,
Andrew joined the firm of Schnader, Harrison, Segal and Lewis.
From there he went to work as
an Assistant District Attorney for
Philadelphia County, before
returning to private practice.
The third new instructor, Alan
Coiner, comes to Villanova from
the Philadelphia firm of White
and Williams, where he was an
associate. Originally from Allentown, Pa., Alan received his B.A.
from Kutztown University and
his J.D. from Syracuse University.
After graduation, Alan spent two
years serving as a law clerk to the
Honorable Donald E. Wieand of
the Superior Court of Pennsylva
nia. Alan is the author of: Perpe
tuating Negligence Principles in
Strict Products Liability: The Use
of State of the Art Concepts in
Design (Mses, 36 Syracuse L. Rev.
797 (1985).
The legal writing instructors
have spent their summer prepar
ing for this year and designing a
program which is interesting and
challenging
as
well
as
educational.
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SPORTS
VLS Sports Preview
by "Slap" Finkel

These days, you can't open to
the sports page without being
assaulted by articles testifying to
the ever-increasing mix of athlet
ics and the law. Whether it's
agents, labor disputes and strikes,
amateur athletics scandals, drug
testing, personal injury lawsuits,
lawyers have brought a piece of
the action from the playing field
to the courtroom. Before attending
law school, I used to find these
stories among the most boring
items in the sports section. I still
do. They are not part of what
makes the game exciting, not part
of what captures the interest of
a fan. But the law has undeniably
shaped the sports world, and will
continue to determine the admin
istration, operation and morality
of sports. The action that goes on
between the lines is unquestion
ably guided by what happens
behind closed doors. This column
will attempt to comment on the
effect of the law on professional
and amateur athletics, without
being among the most boring
items in the sports section. And
I may express an opinion or two.

Secret Agents

Consider this scenario: Wait
outside the Nevin Fieldhouse after
a Villanova basketball team prac
tice. "Bump into" Doug West or
Tom Greis. Strike up a friendship,
all the time punching figures into
your pocket calculator. West, a
gifted natural athlete, wellcoached in college, possibly an
early second round pick, a three
year contract at, say $200,000 a
year with a decent signing bonus
— of which you get ten percent.
Beats working. After setting West
up, get Greis the next year. An
old N.B.A. comment on assessing
the skills of a big man is "You
can't coach height." Greis, with
surprising offensive polish for a
seven-foot-plus athlete, could also
make out pretty well with your
pen in his hands. As you build a
reputation, players start to seek
you out. What is this worth?
When the average N.B.A. salary
approaches half a million dollars
a year, N.F.L. salaries having
increas^ over 1000% in the last
fifteen years, Mike Schmidt get
ting about $4000 for every game
he plays in, an agent can negotiate
a contract and sit back while the
checks pour in. Or he can go out
and pile on commissionsfor endor
sement contracts and other luc
rative deals. What is all this
worth?
Is it worth breaking the rules?
Is it worth breaking the law? The
two are not the same thing. There
is no law against offering an
amateur athlete money, cars, sex,
food, or services in exchange for
his agreement to be represented
by the offeror. In fact, the offeror
is doing nothing against NCAA
rules by making the offer. The
offer is only aganist the rules
when the athlete accepts it — then
the rule is broken. Inevitably, the
agent gets a wrist-slap when his
chicanery is uncovered. The ath
lete loses the remainder of his
college eligibility, and probably
gets to turn pro early, or if he's
not good enough, drive a cab early.
The school gets punished, fined,
sanctioned or placed on probation.
Two cases in point are the '71
Villanova basketball team and the
Temple football team of two
seasons ago. Each team featured
a superstar (Howard Porter and
Paul Palmer, respectively) who
accepted money from an agent
before he'd used up his college
eligibility and continued to play.
In Nova's case, the NCAA
expunged the Wildcats' record

from that NCAA season, including
their success in the NCAA tour
nament in which they lost the
final to a legendary U.C.L.A. team
because they us^ an ineligible
player (Porter). Temple voluntar
ily forfeited the six games they'd
won that year when it became
known, nearly two years later,
that Paul Palmer had taken money
from an agent before his senior
season began. Palmer's statistics
for his senior year were deleted
from his career totals.
One question that strikes me is,
the greed of agents aside for now,
why is what they did wrong? The
classification of one as an amateur
athlete is obviously destroyed, but
who is hurt by such a deal?
Realistically, the athletes are not
really amateurs, because they are
compensated for their perfor
mance with scholarships and
other perks. It's really a question
of semantics. Superstar athletes
bring in enormous revenue for the
school (how many times did you
see Notre Dame on TV last year
because of Tim Brown? — and
each appearance adds to the kitty,
as do sell-out stadiums and con
tributions from wealthy alumni
season-ticket-holding fans) as well
as national prestige. It's no mis
take that good coaches often make
double the salary of "regular"
professors, sometimes more. Isn't
this hypocritical on the part of the
NCAA? The only ones not making
money are the ones risking their
bodies. All players get is an
education. Big deal. I got an
education myself, it's overrated —
if I were Bo Jackson, I'd think I'd
earned something more for my
efforts; at the very least, my face
on a Wheaties box. For the average
player, a free education is fine, but
how about the superstar who
truly deserves compensation?
What's the point of making him
wait? Rhetorical question: What
is so important about amateur
standing?
As far as the agents go, whether
they believe they're morally right
or wrong, they are certainly aware
that they're breaking the rules, or
actually causing the athletes to
break the rules. They're making
a basic money grab. They do so
with a disregard for the fate or
well-being of the athlete, ignoring
the stigma or consequences the
athlete risks facing, for the sake
of keeping their MAC cards fat.
They present yet another power
ful argument for mandatory Mor
ality training in law school.
And meanwhile, if I were a
member of that Temple football
team who busted my ass to win
six games, I'd be pissed off. I'd
forgive Paul Palmer, but I'd be
pissed off. Perhaps the offending
agent might be made available for
some public service to square
things with the Temple football
team — say, as a tackling dummy.
The Mike Tyson Bedtime
Tale, or A Fine Finesse
The Lady and the Chump: Round
one, the Champ, a likable if
unsophisticated young man, bru
talizes everyone in the ring on his
way to the heavyweight cham
pionship. The Manager, who is
like a father to him, and the
Manager's Partner, who is not,
guide his career judiciously. No
complaints from the Champ. The
Manager dies, and the contract
serves as a bridge from joint
control of the Champ to exclusive
control by the Partner. The
Champ marries the glamorous
Actress, whose own resume'
includes the series 'Head of the
Class,' Eddie Murphy and Michael
Jordan. The Champ becomes
intensely unhappy with the qual-

Law school doesn't mean you
automatically lock yourself inside
the library for the next nine
months, and the only physical
activity you get is turning pages.
Intense mental activity almost
certainly requires a physical
outlet, and intramural sports and
recreation at VLS provides many
excellent opportunities. As a
counterpoint to classwork, VLS
sports can help you stay in shape,
enjoy the excitement of competi
tion that isn't for grades, and
interact with your colleagues in
what more often than not turns
into a social event as well as an
athletic one.
The Rugby Club starts up in
early September, playing that
rough, physical sport in a schedule
that includesgames against teams
from other law schools, and a
team made up of VLS alumni. The
rugby team is pretty devoted,
playing in all kinds of weather,
and the games draw large crowds
eager to watch classmates bang
heads in scrums. The rugby team
is always looking for new victims,
uh, players. Any rugby team
member will be happy to sign up
new players, and tell you about
practices and other details.
Softball also starts in the early
fall semester. Softball, VLS-style,
is a low-pressure, high-fun game,
with co-ed teams and friendly
competition. That doesn't mean
nobody takes winning and losing
seriously, although there are
instances of infielders picking up
their beers rather than sharplyhit grounders through the infield.
Sign-up sheets will go up on the
bulletin boards by September.
You can form your own team with
your friends, or try to get on an
established team. Competition
runs through October.
When it starts getting colder,
young men and women's fancies
often turn to skiing. VLS has a
ski club which takes trips to
slopes in pursuit of the perfect
run. If you're a skiing aficionado,
keep an eye out for the ski club
at the club sign up.
The spring sport is basketball.
The intramural league plays in St.
Mary's gym across Spring Mill
Road, and the action really heats
up. Even with refs, this can be
a very physical brand of ball, not
for the faint of heart. There's lots
of good competition, and lots of
interest for the fans who come out
weekly to watch the action. Last
year's champion. Power of Attor
ney, is intent on repeating for a
third straight year. Opjwnents are
ready to recruit now, lining up to
try and stop them.
ity of management he is now
receiving, the Actress is critical
of the Partner and the Champ.
The Mother-in-law is even more
critical of the Partner. The
Mother-in-law is no stranger to
the sports world, having sued a
famous baseball player in a palimony suit. Things deteriorate. The
Actress and the Champ have
public feuds. The Partner and the
Champ have public feuds. The
Partner and the Actress havepublic feuds. The Partner and the
Mother-in-law have public feuds.
Don King gets involved. Don
King's hair gets involved. The
whole cast of characters moves
from the ring to the court.
The Lady, the Chump, and the
Trump: The Billionaire (cameo by
Donald Trump) steps in, offering
to be a financial advisor to the
Champ, and promises to donate
his fee tocharity. The whole thing
is wrapped up in a settlement
negotiated under the threat of
facing the Judge. The Champ gets
more control over his own career,
the Partner gets to stay on as

There is also a men's basketball
team which plays in a league with
teams from law, med, and other
graduate schools. Last season
didn't turn out very well, due to
bad scheduling in which the bulk
of the VLS team's schedule coin
cided with spring break. This
year, hopefully, the scheduling
gods will show more cooperation.
While the VLS intramural
league is coed (and some of those
ladies more than hold their own
with the big boys!), the VLS
women also have their own entij
in the 'Nova undergrad women's
intramural basketball league. In
its inaugural season last year, the
VLS women's team's strong show
ing carried them to the champion

manager but his take gets cut
from 33 to 20% (of $5-25 million
a pop, or two pops if the Champ
is fighting Michael Spinks), the
Actress and Mother-in-law are
vindicated, the Billionaire gets
boatloads of free publicity. No one
understands Don King's role in
the whole mess, much less how
he gets his hair to stand up like
that.
The Moral: To win in contract
bridge, when the King doesn't
turn the trick, you have to play
your Trump card.
Extra Points: There is no
truth to the rumor that, in light
of NCAA Proposition 48 which
requires any incoming freshman
to score 700 or above on the SAT
to qualify to play varsity sports,
the VLS intramural basketball
league is requiring a minimum
LSAT score of 24 for IL's to be
eligible to play this winter. Furth
er rumor has the VLS Rugby team
utilizing a similar rule, refusing
participation of all incoming stu
dents who got above a 24.

ship game, which they lost. Maybe
a few new members this year will
put them over the top.
Other athletic activities abound.
There are numerous tennis
courts, and plans for a possible
tennis tournament if it can be
organized. The area has wide,
hilly streets excellent for running
and biking. There are swimming
pools in St. Mary's and the fieldhouse, as well as weight equip
ment to work out on. Or you can
just go out in the parking lot or
on the lawn next to the school and
toss a frisbee or a football around.
There's more than enough phys
ical activity to keep even the most
devoted studier case in shape. So
let the games begin!

